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INTRODUCTION

Since its founding as governing body of international equine activities, the
CONFEPASO INTERNATIONAL FOUNDATION has worked to unify among
member countries the Regulations and criteria of judgment, in both Paso Horses
competition, and youth rider competitions, and establish through these
Regulations the minimum requirements for their creation and operations.
The CONFEPASO INTERNATIONAL FOUNDATION composed of the Board
of Directors and delegates from Aruba, Curacao, Colombia, Ecuador, the United
States, Panama, Puerto Rico, Dominican Republic and Venezuela voted in
approval of each single change in this Rulebook.
Improving and promoting a sports culture is a task for everyone. Instilling life
values such as teamwork, friendship and effort, hereby contributing to the
personal development of each of our youth is the greatest achievement as
leaders of our organizations.

Mr. Ventura Nuñez
President
CONFEPASO
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GENERAL ASPECTS

The CONFEPASO INTERNATIONAL FOUNDATION, CONFEPASO, is
the entity that groups and represents the Federations and / or Equine
Associations of its member countries at an international level. It leads,
coordinates,

and

controls

their

breeding,

exhibition,

promotion,

development and competition technical activities, as well as its sports
promotion.

The purpose

of

CONFEPASO

is

the promotion,

improvement,

development and strengthening of all activities related to the glorification
and international promotion of Paso Horses in different modalities or gaits
that characterize them, as: Paso Fino, the Colombian Trote and Galope,
the Colombian Trocha and Galope, and the Colombian Trocha, which may
be represented at the FOUNDATION by any of its member countries,
provided these horses are registered in their respective country.

The

FOUNDATION

will

authorize,

supervise

and

monitor

the

implementation of the World equine sports and the exhibition events in
each of the member countries and the participation of delegations from
each of the confederate world events. It will assign the venue of both the
World Paso Horses events, such as the World Youth Equitation
Championsips and the World Equine Congress. It will govern and regulate
these events by adopting and issuing Regulations that contain disciplinary
norms

and

technical standards

that

will be mandatory

for its

Confederates. It will serve as advisory body for the government of each of
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its member countries, as well as its judicial authorities in all matters related
to the Paso horses.

The Foundation is run by the Board of Directors. The Board of Directors is
the organism that, along with the President of the FOUNDATION,
implements policies outlined in the Assemblies of CONFEPASO and all
other required by the daily running of the Foundation. It will be composed
of eight Delegates from different countries, plus the former President, and
they will be represented in the respective Assembly as President in
Ownership, President-Elect, Secretary, Treasurer and four Chairpersons.

This rulebook looks to quantify, qualify and judge the elements that allow
for evaluating of the best youth riders in competitions.

This is the seventh edition of the Horsewomen and Horsemen Competition
Regulations of the International FOUNDATION of Paso Horses,
CONFEPASO, which is published in Spanish and English, the officials
languages of CONFEPASO.
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CHAPTER I
THE CHAMPIONSHIPS
Article1.- World Championships:
Those championships organized by CONFEPASO every two years
and that meet the following requirements:

1. That the organizers are Federations or Associations affiliated to
CONFEPASO.

2. That they are organized under the rules and Regulations established
by CONFEPASO for this purpose.

3. That they are held i n

a

country

where there is a

Federation or Association affiliated to CONFEPASO.

4. That the horses participating have a registration issued by a
Federation or Association affiliated to CONFEPASO with DNA and
parentage verification. Similarly, all horses must have a microchip.

5. That they are registered in the various gaits and categories specified
in the Regulations.

6. That the organizers make video footage with two cameras of the
World Champioships and of other related activities; they must
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submit two copies to CONFEPASO for its historical archive.

7. That CONFEPASO deliver the Regulation to be used in the World
event at least six months before the event date. No change can be
made prior to the event date in this Regulation.

Paragraph: The attendance and participation to an exhibition endorsed by
CONFEPASO, in any capacity, as a spectator, participant or partner is a
voluntary act that anyone makes at his/her own risk, and aware of any
unexpected losses that can occur. In consequence, neither CONFEPASO,
nor the organizer or the exhibition are responsible for whatever happens
to the persons who participate in it, or to the assistant or collaborators;
neither for theft nor for harm caused to natural or legal persons during the
realization of such event. Therefore, they will be obliged to take on their
own initiative the necessary precautions to avoid accidents or harm on
their persons, their horses (own or borrowed), or their belongings. For this
purpose, the participant will sign an exemption of responsibility that
guarantees all the previously mentioned. This freedom of action can only
be eventually subjected by working relationships with people or entities
different from those that organize the exhibition.

8. The Horsewomen and Horsemen World Championship will be held
in the country and city that have been approved by resolution of
CONFEPASO. This city must have an indoor arena that offers
comfort, capacity, health conditions, structural safety and security
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elements during the event.

Article 2.- The Federation, Association, Board of Directors, or, Organizing
Committee of the event will offer guarantees and mechanisms relevant to
the development and success of the event, such as: A horse bank;
commitment to comply with the Regulations; place for meetings and
trainings, appropriate scenarios for the development of the event; setting
and meeting schedules for competitions; achieving trophies; safe
conditions for the competitors and the general public. Likewise, they must
provide accommodation and security for horses that will be used during
the competition, and shall have the necessary budget for a successful
conclusion of the event.

Article 3. - The Federation, Association, Organizing Committee or Board
of Directors of the event, will appoint a Technical Committee composed as
follows:

A) A President of the Federation or Association that sponsors the
event.

B) A General Director, who is the representative of the Association or
Organizing Board and highest authority of the event.

C) A Technical Director, who will lead the event and be responsible for
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the operation and efficiency of the Technical Desk.

D) A Computing Desk, which shall consist of a Director of
Computation, who will take the data and minutes of competetion, as
well as the scores and results.

E) A Director of Holding Area (Pre-Pista), who will control the entry
of competitors onthe arena and establish the order of
participation.

F) A Veterinarian, who will monitor and attend the horses
participating in the event. The host country must have a
veterinarian, assigned by CONFEPASO on site at all times,
including on the practice days as well as on the competition days.

G) An announcer, who may be recognized for his/her suitability and
impartiality. The accouncer must name the female or male rider
and specify the gait of the horse he/she is riding.

H) A group of doctors and paramedics, who shall respond to any
emergency.

Paragraph 1: The Technical Director will be responsible for the event from
the moment of checking that the entries are correct up to the end when
delivering the minutes to the Organizing Board signed by the judges, which
will be handed to CONFEPASO and to the archive of the Federation or
9

CONFEPASO
YOUTH COMPTETITION RULEBOOK

Association responsible for the championship, and endorsed with his/her
signature.

Paragraph 2: In case of force majeure or public order, the Federation,
Association, and / or Organizing Board may decide to suspend the event
once a reasonable excuse is presented and approved by the
FOUNDATION. The withdrawal of the participation may be sufficient for the
country to miss its chance in the rotation. A report must be sent to
CONFEPASO for approval. In such a case, the competitions judged to that
moment will be valid and its scores recognized.

Article 4.- Eligibility for the horses in a World Championships and
International Competitions of Youth Riders:

A. To participate, all horses must be in optimal health. An optimal health
is one that allows performing the functions for which it was trained.

B. All horses that will compete must have a Genealogical Record issued
by a Federation or Association Affiliated to CONFEPASO, have a
microchip and a DNA with parentage verification.

C. The owner that wants to enroll a horse to compete must show the
original certificates of registration and health in accordance with the
requirements of the host country of the championship.

D. Horses with pelvic assymetry, bleeding wounds or any other
detrimental health condition as determined by the veterinarioan will not
be allowed to participate.
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E. All owners and / or legal representatives will complete and sign a
registration form so that their horses can be used by the riders to
compete, including information relevant to the horse registration.

F. The owner of the horse and / or their legal certified representative will
exempt from liability CONFEPASO, their Technicians, Judges,
members or agents, or other proprietary Directors; employees and
participants in the competition or exhibition of any damage or claims
that may be caused by a horse either owned or borrowed, during
competition or exhibition.

G. It is the obligation of the youth riders and owners of the horses, to know
and accept this Rulebook, and in turn, they shall notify their
subordinates, assistants, grooms, among others, that the lack of
knowledge of the rules contained in this Youth Rider Competitions
Rulebook in equitation is not cause for noncompliance.

H. About the false statements in the registration: The participants who
have provided false statements in the registration data about
themselves or their horses, even if the registrations were made by their
parents or guardians, verifiable as intentional or misleading,
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will not be admitted in the competition. Any fraud detected after the
Championship will cause that the participant loses his/her prize under
penalty of punishment

I. Is the obligation of CONFEPASO to deliver the rules to be used in the
World event at least six months before the event date. No changes can
be made prior to the event dates in this Regulation.

J. All participating countries will present a formal and official list by
category, to the Secretary of the FOUNDATION with the names of the
youth riders. It follows that the confederate association si responsible for
the participants to comply with the age described at the time of
competition. Any deviation will be subject to sanction to the country that
he or she represents. To compete for a country other than the country
of birth, the rider must possess the nationality of that country or to be
resident in the country to be represented. It is understood that there will
be participants that have dual nationalities. In this case, as in those
when the rider is studying abroad, the rider must compete for thecountry
where he/she obtained his/her qualification.

K. For the purposes of competition, the age of the rider will be determined
based on the age that he/she had the last day of the month immediately
preceding the date of competition.
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CHAPTER II
CONFEPASO AND THE FEDERATIONS
AND ASSOCIATIONS AFFILIATES
Article 1.- The organizational structure that orients at international level
and is responsible for promoting the Youth Rider World Championships
and

International

Championships

consists

of

the

International

FOUNDATION of Paso Horses, CONFEPASO, and the Federations and /
or Nationals Associations that are its members.

Article 2.- Functions. The compliance with the Youth Rider Competitions
Regulation in Equitation includes sufficient attribution to maintain and
strengthen the technical and administrative Regulations. Thus, the
necessary conceptual and procedural participationand qualification of the
competitors unit is maintained.

Article 3.- Attributions. For the full exercise of its functions,
CONFEPASO has the power to regulate the activities of the Youth Rider
Sports. For this purpose, it shall have the following powers:

A. To issue and reform the Youth Rider Competitions Regulation in
Equitation.

B. To develop the World Championship calendar and International
Championships, which will include the various existing
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as, classified by countries, cities and registered offices. In order to
exercise this authority it may approve or deny the inclusion therein
of new categories on a trial or permanent basis.

C. To serve as an advisory and consulting body in all matters related
to the sport of Youth Riders, even in cases not covered by this
Regulation, and provide all the assistance required by the official
sector to benefit the promotion of Horsemanship at an international
level.

D. To act as a judge or arbitrator in disputes between the federations
and affiliated associations, the organizing boards and other related
entities as long as these disputes are related to activities managed
or coordinated by CONFEPASO.

E. To govern the judgment and qualification of the Youth Riders World
Championship, and the International Championships, coordinating
the Federations and the existing affiliated associations as well as the
future ones in order to group social nucleus pertaining to the sport.
These new bodies will be governed by the statutes that their partners
impose and must comply with this Regulation as regards to judgment
and qualification to achieve a proper functioning at international
level.
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CHAPTER III
SCHOOLS AND INSTRUCTORS
Article 1.- CONFEPASO, the Affiliated Federations and Associations, in
agreement with the Schools, shall be responsible for enforcing this
Regulation and monitoring its compliance. All the existing Schools of
Equitation, and the ones to be created at an international level, may
request technical assistance for the organization of competitions and the
promotion of qualified instructors. All Federations and / or Associations are
authorized to create Schools of Horse riding sport in their country.
Instructors should be certified by the Federation and/or Associations of the
member country.

Article 2.- The Schools of Youth Rider Sports wishing to compete in the
National Championship of his country must be registered with the
Federation and / or Association and be recognized by it; but is not r equired
to be affiliated to an association itself if so mentioned by the statutes of the
Confederate Association. The participating Federations, Associations and
Schools of Youth Rider Sports are obliged to promote this Regulation and
the rules herein if requiredby statutes.

Article 3.- CONFEPASO, The Federations and / or Associations are
entitled to issue credentials to participants. The Schools of Youth Rider
Sports may register for the National Championships of the country they
belong under the name they wish, but always mentioning theFederation
and / or Association to which they are registered.
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Article 4.- Any existing Youth Rider School must have the following
resources: Physical, i.e. infrastructure; didactic materials such as
stationery, brochures, videos, etc.; educational, e.g. seminars; human; i.e.,
trained instructors for theoretical and practical teachings, personal
assistants, grooms and a group of people with first aid knowledge. The
schools must also have in accordance with the number of students, an
appropriate number of horses for the practice of the sport of Equitation.
The schools must have an insurance policy in place or other policies as
established by the Federation and/or Association of the member country.
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CHAPTER IV
REGISTRATIONS AND COMPETITORS
Article 1.- The registration fee will be determined by the organization and
there will be no refund, even in the case where a rider, or horse ceases to
participate for any reason. The registration shall be done in writing thirty
(30) Calendar days in advance through the forms that the organization
provides and upon payment of applicable duties.

Paragraph 1: The Federations and / or Associations, under its
responsibility, may receive and accept the registration and its cancellation,
not only at the time of submitting the official form, but also through systems
such as fax, email, and international consignments, or international
corporations. The only condition is that the data of the competitors are
reported with the extension and accuracy specified.

Paragraph 2: All participants must inform at the moment of registration
whether their participating horse is leased, rented, owned or a horse from
the bank.

Article 2.- Registration forms should include as much information as
possible to allow proper identification of the competitors. They must
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provide the following information:

A) First and last name.
B) Age (Photocopy of birth certificate or identity of the competitor and
passport).
C) Identification number.
D) Sex.
E) Category in which he/she participates.
F) Name of the country he/she represents.
G) Name of the Federation and / or Association of the country he/she
represents.
H) Place and address of residence.
I) Phone Number.
J) Name, gender, gait and registration number of the participating
horse, if applicable. In the World Championships, the competitor
must register a minimum of sixty (60) calendar days prior to the start
of the event. (Any deviations will be analysed by the Organizing
Committee, upon request). The rider must compete on the horse he
or she practiced on, only exceptions allowed are those approved by
the Organizing Committee.
K) Any competitor who has a Medical or physical handicap must
present evidence of it.
L) Competitors in the Paralympic categories must also provide
the diagnosis of their condition.

Paragraph 1: In case of change of registered horse, the competitor must
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inform this well in advance to the event organization, so that the General
Director may allow the change. Once entered in the bank, the horse may
not be removed unless the veterinarian determines that the horse in not in
optimal health to compete.

Paragraph 2: In the categories until the age of 8, the competitors must
participate on geldings or mares.

Article 3.- In the registration form there will be a remark saying that at
the moment of the registration, the competitor and his/her representative
declares that they know these Regulations and agree to comply with them.

Article 4.- The minors will sign the registration form along with their
parents and / or legal representative, who must fully know these
Regulations.

Article 5.- The Federation and / or Organizing Association of the World
Championship of Horse Riding must have a Collective Personal Insurance
Policy to protect the participants.

Article 6.- According to their age and category, the riders will compete
separately. For purposes of competition, the age of the youth riders are
determined based on the age that they had the last day of the month
immediately preceding the date of the competition. The data pprovided will
be entered into the registration database.

Article 7.- Participants may not display in the championships, trophies,
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medals, ribbons or pennants obtained in other competitions.

Article 8.- Competitors must enter the arena of judgment with an
identification number that will be provided by the Organizing Committee to
identify all participants. The judges will use these numbers to issue
verdicts.

Article 9.- Uniform for participants, grooms and helpers:

A) Black leather boots. They should be low-heeled and flat-soled and
must enter easily into the stirrup.

B) Black trousers, of which the length does not surpass the heel of the
boot while the rider is mounted.

C) White long sleeve collared shirt. In no circumstance, will shirts with
embroidery or colored stripes
20
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country and / or logo of the Federation and / or Association that the
competitor represents will be accepted. The size of this flag or logo
will be of a maximum of 10 X 10 centimeters.

D) In the World Championships, the jacket and trousers should be
black, the white shirt and black tie is optional as regulated in the
country represented by the participant.

E) The use of a riding helmet is mandatory up to 12 years of age. The
use of a hat on top of the helmet is allowed. The use of a riding
helmet is optional for the remaining categories.
F) The “mini” categories should use a protective riding vest. These
should not include any posture aids.
G) The hat should be white or cream with black or white ribbon. Any
other type of hat is prohibited.

H) Chaps: The use of Chaps is not allowed.
The use of a riding helmet is mandatory for the Paralympic categories with
exceptions as so determined by the delegation or legal representative in
the registration form.
The Paralympic categories for physical limitations may have and use
physical aids required for the medical condition.
Paragraph 1: The technical and assistant staff, including trainers, grooms
and anyone who enters the holding area or the arena must wear the
uniform aforementioned as it relates to shoes, pants, shirt and hat.

Article 10.- The use of whips, floggers, or spurs are strictly prohibited as
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well as any other form of abuse towards the horse in the competition area.

Article 11. It is important that the participants, grooms, teachers and
coaches are free of sanctions imposed by CONFEPASO, or by the
Federation and / or Association governing the country it represents. It is
also prohibited the participation of horses that have been sanctioned for
doping and that their punishment is in effect in CONFEPASO or the
member country that sanctioned it.

Article 12.- It is the duty of the competitors, representatives, trainers,
grooms and support staff to unconditionally obey the orders and directions
of the Directors and of the Judges; and observe an exemplary behavior
according to the competitive spirit of those events.

Article 13.- Participants must agree to respect the final judgment of the
Judges. Otherwise, they will be subject to penalties that may be imposed
by the organizer of the event within the same if the fault committed
warrants it; or the sanctioned may be expelled by CONFEPASO according
to the report presented by the Technical Department. (See Chapter
Disciplinary Sanctions at the end of this rulebook).

Paragraph: In the event that the offender is a minor, he/she must be
accompanied by his/her parents, agent or representative, at the time of
the charges.

Article 14.- The competitors must received the awards for which they have
been credited by the judges with a graceful attitude and in good spirit, they
22

CONFEPASO
YOUTH COMPTETITION RULEBOOK

may be accompanied by their representatives. If the behavior does not
meet the standards, they will lose the classification position assigned and
will be subject to the appropriate sanctions.

Article 15.-, Once the competition has started, any assistance to the
competitors is prohibited, except for the mini categories, or in case of an
accident or emergency.

Paragraph 1: In case of accident, and only in this case, the judge may
authorize the change of tack or part of them when they are broken or in
poor condition as a result of the accident.

Paragraph 2: In the 4-6 and 6-8 age group, there should be a minimum of
4 helpers in the arena for safety. These persons will be designated by the
Technical Committee.

Article 16.- The competitors showing a lack of discipline or disrespect to
this Regulation will be expelled from arena. The same will be done with
the instructors, representatives or grooms that show evident signs of lack
of discipline or drunkenness; they will be punished in accordance with
CONFEPASO Regulations.

Article 17.- It is mandatory for the competitors to participate on Paso
Horses, whether those are Paso Fino, Colombian Trocha, Colombian
Trote and Galope or Colombian Trocha and Galope, duly matched in
accordance with the applicable provisions of CONFEPASO.

Paragraph 1: The registered horses must go through the holding area to
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confirm their health status and docility.

Paragraph 2: Everything concerning to the health and management
aspects of the horses will conform to the provisions issued by the health
authority of the host country and CONFEPASO.
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CHAPTER V
CATEGORIES AND JUDGMENTS
Article 1.- According to their age and category, the youth rider will
compete separately.

In the first three categories, Mini, Sub-youth and Youth, the Technical
Director will assign security personnel and will be located as deemed
necessary. Any assistance to the competitors is prohibited once the
competition begins, except in the Mini category or in case of accident or
emergency.
In accordance with the competitors’ age, the categories are classified as
follows:
• Category 1 Mini-horsewomen - from 4 to 5 years.
• Category 2 Mini-horsemen - from 4 to 5 years.
• Category 3 Sub-youth Horsewomen - from 6 to 8 years.
• Category 4 Sub-youth Horsemen - from 6 to 8 years.
• Category 5 Youth Horsewomen - from 9 to 11 years.
• Category 6 Youth Horsemen - from 9 to 11 years.
• Category 7 Junior Horsewomen – from 12 to 14 years.
• Category 8 Junior Horsemen - from 12 to 14 years.
• Category 9 Youth Horsewomen – from 15 to 17 years.
• Category 10 Youth Horsemen - from 15 to 17 years.
• Category 11 Amateur Horsewomen - from 18 to 20 years.
• Category 12 Amateur Horsewomen - from 21 to 24 years.
• Category 13 Amateur Horsemen from 18 to 20 years.
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• Category 14 Amateur Horsemen - from 21 to 24 years.
• Category 15 Amateur Horsewomen -Older than 25 years.
• Category 16 Amateur Horsemen – Older than 25 years.
Article 2: Paralympic Categories: These are none-pointed and all
participants will receive a gold medal.
•
•
•
•

Category 17 Horsewomen – Special Event Youth until 11 years
Cateogory 18 Horsemen – Special Event Youth until 11 years
Category 19 Horsewomen – Special Event 12 years and above
Category 20 Horsemen – Special Event 12 years and above

Paragraph 1: The Paralympic categories are divided by sex and type of
limitation. It is up to the discretion of CONFEPASO and the Organizing
Committee to to divide these categories also by age and level of disability
according to the participation registered in each competition.
Level of Physical Limitation
Level of Mental Limitation
Seperation by age (In the case
where CONFEPASo and/or
Organizing Committee deem it
necessary)

Minor
Moderate
Minor
Moderate
Below 10 years of age
10 – 16 years of age
Above 16 years of age
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CHAPTER VI
THE EQUITATION OF THE PASO HORSE
Article 1.- The Paso Horse Riding enhances the style, grace, rhythm and
the special and particular relationship between horse and rider. It is the art
of maintaining precise control over a horse, and the different ways to
handle it to get the best possible performance of the horse. All this while
maintaining an aesthetic balance and posture that enhances the
appearance of the binomial, rider and horse. This event is judged 100%
within the parameters defined by Equitation. The quality of the horse
cannot be more important than the skills used by the participants to achieve
the best performance of his/her horse.

A. Youth Rider Position with the Horse in Motion:

The position of the rider with horse in motion should be natural,
coordinated, balanced and graceful. The ideal posture from the side is
one in which a straight line can be drawn perpendicular to the ground
through the head, shoulder and hip of the rider. The center of balance
is maintained directly on the feet and ankles. The upper arms should fall
naturally from the shoulders to the hipbones and must appear flexible,
never clutched against the body, never extended forward and away
from the body. The rider should be relaxed, very natural in the saddle
without the upper body moving from side to side. The rider must remain
centered regardless of the gait in which the horse moves without
slipping back over the cantle. The rider
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should sit deep in the saddle and the body should never interfere with
the horse's movement. (See Figure 1):

B. Posture:

The rider should have the ideal posture to enable the horse the best
performance. This must be balanced and natural at all times giving the
impression of complete and effective control, driving the horse in the
most convenient and efficient manner achieving a high degree of
aesthetic and rapport with the horse.

Figure 1: Ideal position of the Rider
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C. Seat:

The correct seat is one in which the rider in a natural and balanced way
achieves a deep seat so proper pelvis position can be achieved along
with the correct posture of the chest and legs. The body should not
interfere with the movement and balance of the horse allowing the best
performance. The seat should be centered on the top line of the horse.
It should have an appearance of ease and comfort that enhances the
relationship of the binomial. The seat must not show stiffness and / or
stress.

D. Position of the Head:
The head of the rider has to stay straight at all times, looking ahead and
focused on the direction in which the horse travels to maintain absolute
control of the horse in movement.

E. Back Position:
It should be straight, firm but not stressed, rigid or stiff. Must have a
natural appearance. It should not be tilted, arched or curved. The
shoulders straight, but never tense.

F. Arm and Hand Posture:

The arm should fall as naturally as possible without the elbows going
over the perpendicular line to the shoulders of the rider. The reins are
29
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to be carried in one of the following ways:

1. A rein in each hand entering below the little finger and extending
upwardly with the excess rein dangling to the right side of the horse.

2. The rein must pass directly from the rein ring between the little and
ring fingers, the thumb should be placed on top. It is important that
the reins be held firmly in the palm and with the fingers closed tightly;
but without tension. The excess rein will always be on the right side.
The hand position must remain simple, horizontal to the saddle and
must indicate softness, flexibility and control. The height at which to
place the hands on the horse's withers is determined by how each
horse carries its head. However, a high or low position in excess is
incorrect. An effort always should be made to keep a straight line
from the elbow to the forearm, from forearm to the hand and from the
rein to the rein ring. The hands and wrists should remain flexible and
not too loose.

3. The reins can also be carried both in one hand; the other hand
should also take them, above or below the first, so that both hands
have the domain of the rein, but that it remains closed and the
remaining reins always hung to the right side. The other way (points 1
and 2) is accepted on Youth Riders up to twelve
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(12) years old.

G. Position of Legs and Feet:
The leg should fall naturally. The lower part of the leg should be under
the body of the rider and not extended out forward or backward; the
knee should go in a straight line towards the stirrup. If it is not, it should
be penalized. The feet should be kept parallel to the horse, heels slightly
lower (about 1 inch). The sole of the foot should rest directly on the
stirrup exerting even pressure on it. Foot position must be natural, not
forced or extremely inward or outward. The position of the feet should
be as parallel as possible to the horse's body without appearing to be
forced inwards and / or open. It must have a natural look. Wide or forced
inward feet should be penalized.
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H. To consider and appreciate the riding skills, such as:

1. Sense of rhythm
2. Calibration of rhythm and cadence
3. Smooth hands on the reins
4. Dissimulation of the limitations of the horse
5. Enhancement of the virtues of the horse
6. Aids; that are subtle but effective
7. Domain, confidence, concentration and mastery in riding
8. Fluency and naturalness in posture
9. Grace and elegance
I) Paralympic Categories with Physical Limitations – The posture
and position of the competitors in the Paralympic Category for
Physical Limitations should be evaluated based on the body parts
not affected by their medical limitations and an appreciation must be
given for the competitor’s effort to maintain their position which
allows them to handle the horse given their limitations.
Article 2.- Once the competition begins, the participants and their horses
will remain under the sole authority of the judges. This means that no
competitor or his/her horse may leave the arena without the permission of
the judges. To safeguard the rights of the public it must be explained
personally or through the announcer why the withdrawal of a competitor
is permitted or why he/she is excluded from the competition.

Article 3.- When starting the competition, the Contest Director will
organize the entrance of the competitors, one by one, to facilitate the the
announcement of the rider and horse by the announcer, according to the
data recorded in the respective entries. This description must be repeated
each time a participant enters the individual test of the figure 8 and after
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the placements, for those who have been classified.

Article 4.- Any participant who rides a horse performing two gaits must
present all tests in the two gaits, no doing so will be penalized.

Article 5.- The individual test starts from the figure 8 and ends after
sounding board.

Article 6.- Optional Tests: These will be previously sorted in a random
order and should be requested by a majority of the judges (2 of 3 or 3 of
5). If this is not the case, it will be understood that the judges have come to
a decision. These will be performed by those participants who are in equal
conditions in the following manner:
The will be performed one by one, in the manner of the draw of the first
three tests (a, b, or c) and if deemed necessary by the majority of the
judges. After having completed the optional tests, and if it is deemed
necessary by request of 2 of 3 or 3 of 5 judges, the determining test will be
that of change of horse.
a.
b.
c.
d.

Reverse (change of direction) 4 changes
Parallel test
Circle work, 3 circles in one direction and 3 circles in another
Change of horse, if still in equal conditions following the completion
of 3 previous test. (only to be done in the 12-14 years category and
up)

If upon completion of all optional tests the competitors are still in equal
conditions, the result of the written test will be the determining factor to
break the tie.
Paragraph: These tests do not have a time limit; Judges will use this
authority as long as they observe a reasonable time.

Article 7.- To prepare the verdicts the Judges will consider the following
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aspects:

A) Appearance and harmony of the horse and rider.
B) Ability and skill in the presentation of the horse.
C) Domain, safety and handling of the horse.
D) Concentration and seriousness.
E) Suitable Posture.
F) Compliance with the test of difficulty in due order and sequence.
G) Sportsmanship and courtesy in the arena.
H) Decision and courage.
I) Sense and awareness of the gait

Article 37.- The judges, in their placements, will consider the following
penalization points that may cause loss of score to the competitors:

A. The distraction, negligence and inattentiveness to the instructions
of the judges.
B. Obvious roughness and rudeness towards the horse.
(Excessive kicking, pulling on the reins, acts of cruelty)
C. Improper position of the back (back tilted backward or forward)
D. Inadequate hand position (open, unstable, too high or low).
E. Improper foot position (toes pointing outwards, feet too far
forwards or backward, or too deep in stirrups) and incorrect
support on the stirrup.
F. Rising out of the saddle while the horse is in motion.
G. Making incorrect turns during the reverse or the circles test.
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H. Lack of stability in the head or improper positioning of it.
I. Applying exaggerated aids to the horse (excessive kicking or
exagerrated use of the reins).
J. The fact that the rider has not maintained the horse in gait
K. Performing the tests incorrectly, whether mandatory or optional.
L. Failure to change hands properly in those tests in which the horse
performs turns or closed circles, and the lack of naturalness in
posture. Only applicable in the “Circle work” test
M. Failure to use the necessary aids for the horse. It is accepted to
”Kiss” the horse but not excessively.
N. The lack of sportsmanship and courtesy in the arena.
O. Incorrect stirrup placement (uneven stirrups); except, in the Mini
categories. The right way to measure the length of the stirrups, is
from the base of the mount, from where stirrup leather goes out, to
the base of the stirrup.
P. The loss of one or both stirrups.
Q. Failure to maintain the required position of each part of the body as
defined by the Rulebook Chapter VI, Article 1, section A-G.
R. Failure to perform the test in both gaits when a two-gaited horse
is ridden.
S. If the horse’s back legs leave the sounding board.
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Article 9.- Will be grounds for disqualification:

A. The total loss of control of the horse.
B. An act of ill will or misbehavior towards another competitor.
C. To disobey the judges’ orders.
D. To cause delay in the competition without justification.
E. Failure to address the Judges properly.
F. Acts of cruelty towards the horse.
G. Turning around on the sounding board.
H. Completing more than one circle around the figure 8 posts will be a
disqualifying fault in the categories nine (9) through eleven (11)
years and up. This does not apply to the Mini and Sub Youth
categories.
I. In the categories of 12 years and up, knocking down two (2) or more
cones in the serpetine, or 1 (one) post of the figure 8 will be
considered a disqualifying fault.

Article 10.- Any horse that refuses to move or shows signs of
disobedience after his rider make several attempts and the horse does not
respond, the judges have to take the decision, through the Director of the
Competition, to allow a change of horse, which must be brought from the
horse bank. There is only one opportunity for a change of horse. There
should be a mínimum of three (3) horses in the bank for a change. If the
new horse presents a disqualifying health condition, and only in this case,
a second change can be made.

If a horse shows disobedience in a local or national competition (not a
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World Championship) where there is no horsebank, the judge(s) in the
presence of the technical director and with the instructor or parents will
ask if the rider wishes to remain in competition. If the answer is yes, and it
is approved by the parent, the rider will have 10 minutes to find another
horse. If 10 minutes passes and the rider has not entered in the arena, he
or she will be disqualified from the competition. If the riders answers no,
the rider will be removed from the competition. In any case, the final
decision is up to the judge(s).

Paragraph: in the Mini, Sub Youth, and Paralympic categories, the
grounds for disqualification set forth in Article 9 will not apply, since these
categories are exempt from being disqualified. Similarly, the Mini category
will only do the change of direction/reverse as an optional difficulty test if
necessary.
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CHAPTER VII
REQUIRED TESTS AND OPTIONAL TESTS
Article 1.- For the individual assessment of each competitor, judges will
require the performance of several mandatory and optional tests :

REQUIRED TESTS
The mandatory tests will be done consecutively in the following order:

A. Written Test:
All riders who compete in the 12 years and up categories will take a
written test on the contents of this Rulebook and should pass the test
in order to be able to compete (51 out of 100 points). This test will be
organized by the Technical Director, designated by the Organizing
Committee and will be completed prior to the start of the Competition.
In case of a tie, the results of the written test will break the tie.

B. Collective Ride:
Participants will begin their journey towards their right, remaining at all
times in the periphery of arena using the rail as a guide; this must be free
of any obstacles including judges and technical staff. At the discretion
of the judges, they will circle the arena in one direction until a change
of direction/reverse is requested. For horses performing two gaits such
as, Colombian Trote and Galope and Colombian Trocha and Galope,
the horse must change to the other gait upon the reverse. The change
of direction will be made towards the center of the arena using an area
not exceeding three (3) meters and return to the rail at the same place
where it started the change of direction; ensuring at all times that the
horse maintains his gait. In the case of Galope horses, when executing
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this gait on the reverse they must make a proper lead change, that is,
the horse must gallop with the lead toward the side in which the turn is
made and maintain this during the ride in the same direction. The
judges will evaluate the participant’s skill and concentration during
the execution, his/her dexterity to maintain the horse in gait in both a
straight line and through turns. Subsequently, the Director of Competition
will stop the horses (inside the competition arena) in a pre-determined
area, to go over the sounding board one by one in both directions after
which they will exit to the holding area waiting for their turn for the
individual test. The group ride will not be performed for the Paralympic
Categories. (See Diagram 2 below for a visual map of the individual
journey).

Figure 2: Tour Map
No matter the direction from which the competitors enter, they will always
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enter between sounding board and the figure “8” (eight) shape; and, when
they finish the figure “8” (eight) shape and backing up, they will exit
between the two poles heading towards the serpentine. At the end of the
serpentine, they will have to go to the rail in a straight line and from there
toward the sounding board in both directions. The failure to do so and in
the sequence described will be penalized according to the scoring table
described in these rules. The riders must maintain their horse in their
correct gait.
C. Figure Eight
All competitors must make their horse to execute the number (eight) “8”
shape around two poles provided for this purpose. The posts will be of a
solid material, bright yellow, cylindrical and about 10 centimeteres in
diameter, with a height of about two meters each and at a distance of three
(3) meters between them. Human poles should not be used.
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Figure 3
The use of bushes, barrels or other decorative elements as posts for testing
the figure “8” shape, is prohibited. The same prohibition applies with respect
to the placement of ornamental elements elsewhere in the arena that hinder
the view of the horses and competitors. To circle on one of the posts more
than once in the figure “8” shape to flaunt the good rein of the horse is a fault
to be penalized and the competitor 9 years and up will be disqualified from
the competition because it can give the impression of an advantage to the
horse or competitor that performed it.
In this test, the competitors must make their horse to perform three (3)
figure “8” shapes around the posts. The midpoint between the two poles
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mark the beginning andthe end of the figure “8” shape. The test starts by
entering between the first pole and the sounding board and then crossing
the midpoint to the second pole towards the rail, then making the turn either
to the right or to left depending on where is the holding area for a total of
two “8’” shapes. Then they will pass from one post to another in a straight
line, to start and complete a final figure “8” shape, stopping the horse
between the two(2) posts. (See Figure 3).
The participant that enters the figure “8” incorrectly will be penalized. Doing
less than three figure “8” shapes, or more than three figure “8” shapes will
be penalized. For horses performing two airs or gaits, the participants will
make two figure “8” shapes in the “Trote” or “Trocha” and the last shape in
the Galope.
In this test, the judges evaluate the softness of hands on the reins, the use
of aids in turns, balancing of the body, and sense of control to try to maintain
his horse in the correct gait. Points will be deducted for allowing the horse
to open or veer off track in turns, for using the reins with the hands
separated (except in categories below 12 years) and / or using a leading
rein of the opposite hand on the neck, and not maintaining gait of the horse,
or appliying exaggerated aids to the horse in the forms of kicking, use of
reins etc.

D. Halt and Back:
Each competitor in the individual test, after executing the figure “8” test and
having halted his/her horse between the two poles, shall back up their
horse a minimum of four (4) and a maximum of six (6) steps. The judges will
evaluate the smoothness of the halt, the ability of the rider to stay in the
saddle and maintain a balanced and relaxed seat. ,the manner in which
the rider guides the horse backwards with subtle commands, in a straight
line and in diagonal steps. The rider must halt the horse upon completion,
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and guide the horse forwards in a gente, focused and determined manner.
This is accomplished with use of correct aids and balance by the rider.

E. The Serpentine:
Each competitor after performing the reverse test shall perform the
serpentine test on the site designated by the Director of the
Competition. This test is done to determine the ability to maintain the
gait and the aids the competitor uses with his body so that the horse
in its turns keeps the rhythm, cadence and flexibility required. When
participating on a Galope horse, or of a compound gait, the test will
be conducted for both gaits. This serpentine test consists of two
progression methods: half circles and straight segments. Alternating
half circles with straight lines between the two. During the half-circle
turns, the horse’s body should be bent towards the center of the
circle. In performing the test, the horse should not move in diagonal
lines, zig zag or sinusoidal configuration. (See Figure)
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Galope horses should perform this test in the Trote or Trocha in one
direction, and return in the Galope in the other direction. Each half circle
will be marked by visual objects to ensure that they are proceding the right
way. It is suggested that the obstacles be bright yellow.

F. Sounding Board:
Once the Serpentine test is over, the competitor must make his horse pass
over the sounding board in both directions, in a straight line. Every Galope
horse must perform the sounding board in one gait, and return in the other
gait. The board should be placed at the same level of the terrain of the
arena. If this is not possible, then it must have an access ramp with a
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conservative slant. The sounding board must be of solid and compact
material, wooden boards of good quality or plywood. It must have a length
of fifteen (15) to twenty (20)meters and two (2) meters wide. Competitors
may not turn the horse on the board or allow the horse to step off prior to
finishing. They must go over the full sounding board, come off completely
and return the opposite direction. Failure to do so, will be grounds for loss
of score by the judges. The judges will observe in this test the sense for the
rider’s ability to calibrate and maintain the horse in gait, as well as the ability
to keep the horse in a straight track over the sounding board. Lack of
conservation of gait, allowing the horse to move sideways over the
sounding board or stepping the rear legs off the sounding board will be
penalized. Turning on the sounding board is an automatic disqualification
except the Mini and Sub Youth categories in which doing so will be
penalized.

G. OPTIONAL OR DIFFICULTY TEST

These will be previously sorted in a random order and should be requested
by a majority of the judges (2 of 3 or 3 of 5). If this is not the case, it will be
understood that the judges have come to a decision. These will be
performed by those participants who are in equal conditions in the
following manner:
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The will be performed one by one, in the manner of the draw of the first
three tests (a, b, or c) and if deemed necessary by the majority of the
judges. After having completed the optional tests, and if it is deemed
necessary by request of 2 of 3 or 3 of 5 judges, the determining test will be
that of change of horse.
a.
b.
c.
d.

Reverse (change of direction) 4 changes
Parallel test
Circle work, 3 circles in one direction and 3 circles in another
Change of horse, if still in equal conditions following the completion
of 3 previous test. (only to be done in the 12-14 years category and
up)

If upon completion of all optional tests the competitors are still in equal
conditions, the result of the written test will be the determining factor to
break the tie.
For Mini Riders, there will only be required to change direction as an
optional test.
The first 3 optional test for the categories of 12 years and up will be sorted
by the Techinal Director and Competition Director prior to the start of each
category.

1. Change of Direction or Reverse (4 times)

This is an optional test that consists of reverses. Competitors must reverse
turning away from the rail and returning to it in the opposite direction. All
competitors whose horses do not maintain their gait will be penalized, as
well as if he performs this test with the reins with open hands, except for
those under 12 years of age.

46

CONFEPASO
YOUTH COMPTETITION RULEBOOK

Diagram 8: Map for Reverse

2. Parallel test:

Test used to compare two or more competitors. The judges will evaluate
the back position, which must be natural, its center of balance on the
saddle in relation to the horse’s dorsal line, the naturalness of shoulder and
elbow, and the legs and feet position. Also evaluated will be the
concentration and skills of the participant to ensure that the horse moves
in a straight line and achieve a degree of collection according to their
abilities and conditions.

3. Circle Work:

The rider must make the horse to perform (3) three circles of at least three
(3) meters in one direction followed by three circles of the same size in the
opposite direction. The turn must be done towards the post. The horse
should keep its energy, stamina, agility, gait, cadence in response to the
rider’s aids at all times. The judges will reward the aids that the rider can
provide to keep his horse as energetic and attentive as possible. The rider
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should also try to manifest a good degree of agility, flexibility and maintain
consistency of the gait and intensity in cadence during the turns. The judges
will observe the subtle and effective aids and will penalize the use of
excessive and obvious aids that are against the standards of equitation or
demonstrate cruelty towards the horse.

4. Changing of Mount:

This test can only be requested for competitors 12 years and up and is
optional in case requested by majority of the judges (2 of 3 or 3 of 5). Each
of the selected competitors will be allowed to give one or two warm-up laps
with the new horse before being at the judges’ orders, who may, at his
discretion, require any mandatory or optional test. This test will not be
required for Mini, Sub Youth or Youth categories.

The competitors must make the change of horse according to the following
steps:
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Procedure:
1. To dismount according to the norm established by this Regulation.
2. Untie the pisador (lead line).
3. Tie the reins
4. Hand the horse over to the selected person, for the change of saddle
(this is to be done by the competitor)
5. Upon receiving the horse, saddling the horse and fasten the lead line.
6. Untie the reins.
It is prohibited to touch or change the headgear of the horse and doing so
may cause disqualification.
Before mounting, the competitor must inspect and adjust, if necessary,
the girth.

Mount and Dismount:
To dismount, the rider can slide down off the saddle or use the
stirrup. The size of the competitor must be taken into account. Before
mounting, the competitor must inspect and adjust, if necessary, the girth.
He has to pick up the reins in the left hand using little pressure. Stand
diagonally, beside the horse and looking at the horse’s withers. Place his
left hand on the horse's withers, hold the mane or front pommel, turn the
stirrup towards him using the right hand and place his left foot in the stirrup.
Then, he places the right hand on the opposite side of the saddle or
pommel and rises gently towards the saddle straightening both knees
without touching the rump of the horse with the foot. Passing the right leg
over the saddle sitting gently and placing the right foot in the stirrup
without looking. In this test the judges must consider the training and the
docility of the horse.

Paragraph 1: In the change of the horse, the use of a handler will be
allowed with the sole function of holding the horse by the “pisador” / lead
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line as a safety measure.

Paragraph 2: The riders under twelve (12) years, are allowed to take the
reins in each hand, with spread hands so they may not be penalized for
doing it that way in the figure eight (8) test or change of direction / reverses
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Score table for judging youth rider competitions:

Judging should be based 40% on the Equitation Position and Posture and

60% on the riding skills and handling of the horse.

Riding Skills and Individual Performance
Handling, control, confidence and focus

•
•
•
•

Effective Use of Aids
Individual Test:
Figure 8 (includes entry and halt)
Backing up
Serpentine
Sounding Board

30 points
10 points

Subtotal

7 points
3 points
5 points
5 points
60 points

Subtotal
Grand Total

4 points
8 points
6 points
6 points
6 points
6 points
4 points
40 points
100 points

Posture and Balance
Head and Neck Position
Seat
Back
Arms and Elbows
Hands
Legs
Feet

Paragraph:
➢ The individual test starts at the figure “8” shape, and ends after the

sounding board. The individual test must be completed in its entirety.
➢ Not following the correct orders of the tests will result in the

competitor to be penalized with up to fifteen (15) points in the focus
area.
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➢ If the competitor performs an incomplete test, the competitor will be

penalized with up to 5 (five) points in the focus area; plus an additional 5
points for each incomplete test.
The seat should be centered with the dorsal line of the horse. It should
have an appearance of ease and comfort enhancing the relationship
of the rider and horse. The seat (seated) should not be stiff and / or
stress. An unnatural seat that it is not centered on the horse's back
will be penalized with up to 8 points.
The position of the feet should be as parallel as possible to the horse's
body without appearing to being forced into and / or open. The feet must
have a natural look. Wide or forced inward feet will be penalized with up
to 4 points.

52

CONFEPASO
YOUTH COMPTETITION RULEBOOK

CHAPTER VIII
JUDGING SYSTEM F1-F2
A. BASIS OF THE SYSTEM

1. The judgment should be carry out by three (3) or five (5) judges,
who must be certified by CONFEPASO and be active and current.
A total of 5 judges will be used in the World Championships and
between 3 to 5 judges for international and other events. For the
Paralympic categories, the judge should be one who is certified
as an equestrian rehabilitator by CONFEPASO.
2. The parameters for the development of the judges’ verdicts are set
out in Article 7 of the Regulation of competition for Horsewomen and
Equitation Horsemen.

3. Judges should act separately and individually, except during the
warming up and in a draw situation.

A. PROCEDURE TO FOLLOW IN THE ARENA WORK.

1. WARMING UP STAGE

At this stage, participants enter arena and begin the collective group ride
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according to the directions set out in Chapter 7, Article 1- B, of this
Regulation. During this stage, the judges can be gathered. Then, the
horses will be held in an area determined by the Director of Competition
for participants to begin the tests as follows: Figure “8” shape, backing up,
serpentine and sounding board.
2. STAGE OF CLASSIFICATION (F1):
After the warming up stage, the judges shall be separated for the
individual judgment and may only return to dialogue in the event a
draw arises between two, three or more participants. During this
stage, the judges observe how the participants perform their
mandatory testing individuallym to select up to eight (8) participants
who,in their opinion, are those who excel in the group. This will be
done by entering the identifying number of the participant in the F1
format, which will be delivered to the contest director or computing
desk. Once the computing desk has the result of the F1 format, the
classified ones will be announced by the announcer and the
classified competitors will be located in an area determined by the
Director of Competition. Participants who are not selected will be
removed from the arena thanking them for their participation.
3. COMPARISON STAGE AND FINAL JUDGMENT
At this stage, the participant’s comparison will be made only if requested
by two judges when three judges are judging, or if requested by three
judges if there are five judges. If all judges already have a final ruling,
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they will proceed to fill the F2 format. According to the discretion of judges,
those who are equal/ in a tie will be called to perform the optional tests set
out in Chapter 6, Article 6 of this Regulation. When a participant has
committed a disqualifying offense, the judge is obliged to inform the
Competition Director, who will notify the Technical Committee; later, the
Announcer will make the announcement to the participants of the
competition explaining why the withdrawal has been made.
4. METHOD FOR CALCULATING

Once the judges delivered the F2 (final result) format, in which they
recorded the placement held by him/her in front of the number with
which each participant has been identified, they will proceed to perform
the calculation. If the judge has not taken him/her into account they will
be recorded as number six (6) position. To perform the calculation, the
system will take the following considerations, in order of priority:
a. The primary consideration will be the total sum, being the lowest
number awarded first place in ascending order. For this case is
considered as an exception the situation in which a participant obtain
the first place in two or three judges’ cards, depending on the number
of these (3 or 5) judges’ cards; since in this case he/she will always
get the first place regardless of the total sum.

b. After the sum, the consensus will be taken into consideration;
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when the sums are equal, the consensus will decide the position.

c. In equal sums, where there is no consensus, the participants will
return to the arena for a tie break.

d. When the semifinalists are selected, the control table will note down,
on the computer sheet and in an ascending order, the identifying
numbers of the selected participants.

e. Thereupon they will proceed to make the sum of points earned by
each participant and order them taking into account the best average
position and the following explanatory notes.

EXPLANATORY NOTES:
The following explanatory notes will be taken into account:
1. When a participant is placed in first place in two of three judges’
cards or three of the five judges’ cards, he/she will occupy the top
place regardless of the concept ofthe other judges. (See example
below):
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With three (3) judges participating:
Judge 1

Judge 2

Judge 3

JUDGE #1 Points JUDGE #2 Points JUDGE #3 Points
1ST
2ND
3RD
4TH
5TH

10
9
7
14
11

1ST
2ND
3RD
4TH
5TH

11
10
9
14
7

1ST
2ND
3RD
4TH
5TH

11
10
14
7
9

SCORING SHEET

SPECIMEN
NO.
7
8
9
10
11
14

JUDGE 1
3
6
2
1
5
4

JUDGE 2
5
6
3
2
1
4

JUDGE 3
4
6
5
2
1
3

TOTAL POINTS
12
18
10
5
7
11

POSITION
5TH
3RD
2ND
1ST
4TH

FINAL RESULTS
1RST
11
2ND
10
3RD
9
4TH
14
5TH
7

2. When a position has been declared void by two or three judges
(or three of five judges),this will be declared void. (See example
below):
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3. For a participant to be a prizewinner, he/she had to be taken into
account for at least two judges or three judges in case of five
judges. (See example below):

JUDGE #1 Points JUDGE #2 Points JUDGE #3 Points
1ST
2ND
3RD
4TH
5TH

10
9
7
14
11

1ST
2ND
3RD
4TH
5TH

10
9
14
7

1ST
2ND
3RD
4TH
5TH

10
14
7
8

SCORING SHEET

SPECIMEN
NO.
7
8
9
10
11
14

JUDGE 1
3
6
2
1
5
4

JUDGE 2
5
6
3
2
6
4

JUDGE 3
4
5
6
2
6
3

FINAL RESULTS
1RST
2ND
10
3RD
14
4TH
9
5TH
7
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5
17
11
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5TH
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2ND
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4. In the event of a tie, and if there is no unity of opinion on the cards
of two or three judges (or three, if there are five judges) to define it,
the participants will be called to perform the optional tests referred
to in this Regulation. The judges may discuss and exchange points
of views and thereafter the F2 format shall be filled. (See example
below):

With three (3) Judges participating:
JUDGE # 1
1RST
2ND
3RD
4TH
5TH

Points JUDGE # 2
10
1RST
9
2ND
11
3RD
14
4TH
7
5TH

Points JUDGE # 3
11
1RST
10
2ND
9
3RD
14
4TH
7
5TH

Points
9
11
10
7
8

SCORING SHEET
SPECIMEN
NO.

JUDGE 1

JUDGE 2

FINAL
RESULTS
1ST
2ND
3RD
4TH
5TH

JUDGE 3

TOTAL POINTS

To define for draw
To define for draw
To define for draw
7
14
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5. When the judges do not declare the fifth (5th) place void on their
cards, but each one has selected a different one for the fifth (5th)
place, the rule of the seventeen (17) will apply and the participants
will return to the arena to define the fifth (5th) place.

COMMUNICATION OF THE RESULTS
The judge in charge of explaining the competition will be the one that has
coincided more with the end result. If several have agreed will be chosen
indistinctly.

FORMATS F1, F2, SCORING SHEET AND RESULT SHEET
The F1 and F2 formats, as the Scoring Sheets and of Results, will be
distributed by CONFEPASO to each Affiliated Association or Federation
within fifteen (15) days following the end of the exhibition. These
documents must be sent to the President of the FOUNDATION to be kept
on file in case of an eventual claim. The information provided in the formats
F1 and F2, and the Scoring and Results Sheets is strictly confidential; it
cannot be given or shown to any person who was not part of the Technical
Committee during the competition. The Technical Director of the exhibition
will drastically sanction any incident in this regard. The scoring cards will
be available for the Delegates once they make a request in writing to the
Board of Directors of CONFEPASO, which is bound to respond within
thirty (30) days following the date of receipt of the request.
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Note: It is strictly forbidden, in the computating desk, the presence of
coaches, parents, participants or persons other than the designated and
identified by the organization. The violation of this article will automatically
give motive to disqualify the participants present at that time.
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CHAPTER IX
HORSES’ BANK
A. All horses to participate in the Horse Bank have to remain in the
horses bank for (seven) 7 days. The host country designated by
CONFEPASO must have a minimum of 10% of the amount of horses
based on the amount of registered participants for use of participants
who do not have a horse available. These horses will be designated
through a lottery to the riders of the different countries who do not
have a horse. Each delegation can assign the horses to those riders
who do not have a horse in the different participating categories. For
example, the horses assigned can be randomly assigned to those
riders who do not have a horse at their disposition for use on the
Thursday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday at their discretion. Each
delegation must keep in mind that each horse can only be used a
maximum of twice a day, and a total of 4 times during the entire
World Championship event. The use of the horses in the Mini
categories and the Paralympic categories will not affect the total
number of times the horse can be used. There should be a minimum
of 3 horses available for replacement.

B. The participating horses will enter the bank on day 1 and may not
leave until the 8th day. Horses must be fully identified with microchip.
The entrance of any horse to the arena will not be allowed either
during practice or during competition if the bridle is not the assigned
one for horses above 60 months of age.
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C. The Practicing time for the World of Horsewomen and Horsemen is
as follows:

1. Delegations of 15 or less riders will have 30 minutes of practice.
2. Delegations of 50 riders or less will have an hour of practice.
3. Delegations of 50 riders or more will have an hour and a half for
practice. Maximum time per rider is 10 minutes.
D. The Horse Bank will be govern by a Committee appointed by
CONFEPASO, the official staff and the host Association and will be
the only people empowered to hand over the horses.
E. Each category will have a maximum of six (6) participants per
country.

F. The horses will compete a maximum of four (4) times during the
World Championships, with a maximum of two (2) times per day. The
use of the horses in the Mini categories and the Paralympic
categories will not affect the total number of times the horse can be
used
G. The participants’ horses may only be excused by the assigned
Veterinarian. It is Important, to highlight that all excused horse
cannot be assigned to any other participant; therefore any excused
horse may not participate in the rest of the World Championship
event.

H. If a participating country requests a different horse than the one
awarded at the raffle, the request must be evaluated by the special
committee of CONFEPASO. If the request is accepted, the
63

CONFEPASO
YOUTH COMPTETITION RULEBOOK

participating country will have a new raffle for the award of a new
horse among those available.

NOTE: Once the special committee evaluates the situation according
to the assessment of the case, and if deemed it prudent and necessary,
it will determine whether to accept the request for the change or not.
Each country will have one chance to change horses.

I.
The participating countries will have horses assigned to their
delegation based on the need of the amount of riders. Each
delegation must keep in mind that each horse can only be used a
maximum of twice a day, and a total of 4 times during the entire World
Championship event
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HORSE BANKS RULES

A. All horses participating in the Horse Bank, will enter on day 1 and
exit on day 8.

B. The only ones able to enter the area of the Horse Bank to seek the
horses of their riders are the owners and trainers properly identified
and Technical Staff from the different countries.

C. Only the horse trainer is allowed to ride the horse outside of the
practice times.

D. A committee appointed by CONFEPASO and the official staff of the
Association will manage the Horse Bank. All participating horses will
be entered into the database for a continuous monitoring of horse
movement.

E. The bridle (bit) must remain available for training and comply with
the rules of this Regulation.
F. In order to speed up the training after the horses’ bank raffle, the
organization will provide each Delegation a list of the horses
assigned to its participants including the number of the horse cage
and the owner name.
G. Each one of the Bank’s Horse, will have its cage identified with a tag
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including the following data: Horse name, cage number, register
number, microchip, color, and the person responsible of it. The
names of the participants to whom they were assigned will be
included.

H. It is strictly forbidden to train out of the established schedules for
each delegation. The violation of this rule will force the organization
to immediate eliminate the participant of the World Competition for
violating the equality right and opportunity for all competitors.

It is strongly forbidden to change horses assigned to each competitor
without prior permission from the organization without a justified
reason, which must be verified by the Horses Bank committee. The
violation of this rule will automatically eliminate the competitor and
punish the appropriate delegation taking away ten (10) points on the
overall score. It is the duty of the directors of each delegation to
ensure the ethical and fair play of their team members. The internal
sanctions are responsibility of the delegation, but it is suggested that
they are drastic enough to prevent recurrence in the future, or to
harm the reputation of their country. They should be made public to
CONFEPASO, which in turn must punish in an exemplary manner
the delegation that violates the rule.
I. At the time of arrival of the competitors to the holding area, the
horses of the bank must be presented with the original registration
and microchip to verify their identity. In this way, the identity theft will
be prevented. The horse that cannot be properly identified cannot
compete. It is the evaluating committee who will ensure that all
horses that form part of the Bank have their documentation. The
competitor is responsible for verifying with the owner of the assigned
horse its corresponding documentation. To show up at the holding
area without the proper identification does not entitle the rider to
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change horse and will automatically forfit his/her right to compete.

Protocol for Holding Area

After the group ride is complete, it is required that the riders enter a restricted
area known as the holding area. This area is designed to limit interactions
with outside persons.

In an effort to safeguard the safety of the riders and horses from extreme
heat, all riders ages 12 and above may dismount from their horse, as long
as the following conditions are met:

1) The holding area is supervised by a designed person, assigned by the
organizing federation to monitor and abide by the rules and regulations
and conditions of the holding area. This is to ensure a fair and
unbiased competition.

2) In accordance with the numerical order assigned by the holding area
personnel, the first competitor along with the following 5 competitors
must remain mounted on their horse. Once a competitor completes
their individual test, the following competitor must enter the arena to
complete their individual test and the next competitor who is not
mounted must mount on their horse. There will always be 5
competitors mounted in the holding area awaiting their individual test.
When there are 2 competitors left to complete their individual test, all
competitors must mount for the F1 portion of the competition and the
final judgement of the category.
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3) No competitor is allowed to ride their horse in the holding area unless
it is to enter the arena or when exiting the arena. It is not allowed to
warm-up the horses in the holding area.

4) When a competitor dismount from their horse, only one groom/handler
is allowed to hold the horse. The groom/handler must be dressed as
per the outlined dresscode. (Hat, long white sleeve shirt, black pants
and boots). The groom/handler must maintain the horse standing in
one place, not allowing the horse to move around. The groom/handler
is not allowed to mount the horse.

5) All competitors who have dismounted should go to a designated area
where they can sit down. Once a competitor has dismounted, he or
she is not allowed to stand by their horse or make any adjustments
whatsoever to the headgear, saddle, or other tack. The competitors
and the groom/handler must keep a profesional appearance and
conduct at all times .

6) No changes to the tack or bridle is allowed. Tack, cinch, stirrups and
the curb chain may only be adjusted with approval of the Technical
Director. The cinch may be loosened upon dismounting and tightened
again prior to mounting, but the headgear, bridle or bit may NOT be
changed.

FAILURE TO FOLLOW THE HOLDING AREA RULES CAN BE CAUSE
FOR DISQUALIFICATION.
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CHAPTER X
THE JUDGES
Article 1.- The Judges must base their verdict primarily on the
performance, the skill, and the equestrian abilities of the youth riders. They
will not take into account for their verdicts, the quality, popularity or
importance of the horse that the competitors ride during the competition.

Article 2.- To explain their decisions, the judges must highlight the merits
of the classified competitors. The explanation should be constructive and
didactic detailing the reasons for each position.

Article 3.-The judges have complete autonomy to declare void the
competition, as well as the final placements, when the quality of the
competitors is not satisfactory.

Article 4.-The competition starts at the time the Announcer, directed by
the Technical Desk, declares the end of the participation and the beginning
of the judgment. From this point forward, no competitor will enter in the
arena. The competition ends when the judges finish assigning the
positions to the classified ones (F2).

Article 5.- The Youth Rider Competitions being organized by any affiliated
to CONFEPASO, with the endorsement of their Federations or
Associations and under the auspices of the International
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FOUNDATION of Paso Horses, will be judged by judges with extensive
knowledge of Horsewomen and Horsemen Competitions and registered in
the Technical Department of the Federation or Association of their country.
In competitions of youth riders, the judges will be those certified by
CONFEPASO for this function. CONFEPASO should prepare a single
workshop exclusively for equitation, which will try to unify concepts based
on the rules of riding. Only those interested and certified can judge these
competitions.

Paragraph: No Federation or Association affiliated to CONFEPASO may
invite to the World Championships, or the International Youth Rider
Championships organized by them, any judge from abroad whose name
is not recorded in the Technical Department of the Federation or
Association of their country.

Article 6.- Only those who comply with the ethical requirements,
knowledge and general culture established according to the rules and
Regulations of

this type of competitions will be able to judge the

International Youth Rider Competitions.

Paragraph: A judge must be active and current so he/she can act; they
should not have any sanction issued by the Federation or Association of
his/her country that prevents them from exercising their duty. If they are
inactive by their own will they should notify so by written communication to
the Federation or Association of his/her country.
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Article 7.- The license of a Horsewomen and Horsemen Judge is the
instrument that gives faith of the condition and suitability of a person to
exercise the office of judging the corresponding competitions. The person
possessing the license to act as Judge on the World Championships or
international Competitions held by CONFEPASO and/or its Federations or
Associations, must be registered in the Technical Department of the
FOUNDATION. This registration is the requirement for an identification
card to be issued, which duly signed by the President, is the only credential
for judging in competitions. Scores in Youth Rider International
Competitions qualified by judges who do not comply with this requirement
will not be valid for any effect in favor of the youth riders registered in the
existing international system.

Paragraph 1: Periodic verification of the knowledge and technical
updating of the judges:

Likewise, as in other activities, a periodic update check of knowledge
is essential. The Technical Department of CONFEPASO will make
periodical checkups to the judges with the regularity that the
modernization and the progress of the activity require. To this end,
the registered judges will perform written and practical exams
regarding regulatory and updated knowledge to judge competitions
of Youth Riders in different categories. This procedure will be motive
for a specific Regulations aimed to periodically verify the quality of
judges, with the consequent cancellation of the registration in the
Technical Department of the Federation or Association, of those who
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do not guarantee the progress of the Youth Rider Sports and the
maintenance of efficient technical levels.

Paragraph 2: The judge license for Youth Rider Competitions can be
cancelled for bad behavior of the judge or by the resolution issued by the
Board of Directors of the FOUNDATION, Federation or Association, in the
same way as it is granted, and prior the completion of the relevant
formalities.

Article 8.- Appointment of Judges: Judges who are to judge a World or
International Youth Rider Championship will be appointed in accordance
with the CONFEPASO Regulations. They must be chosenfrom the official
lists of active judges of the confederated Federations and/or Associations.
A competition judge may not be one that:

1. Has a kinship with the competitor and a line of consanguinity in fourth
(4th) grade and affinity in second (2nd) grade.
2. Has been trainer of the competitor in the last six (6) months.

Paragraph: In the event that a judge declares himself impeded for
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having line of consanguinity of first (1st) degree or close friendship with a
competitor, and/or his family, or if the competitor has been his student in
the art of riding, an alternate judge will be appointed.

Article 9.- Judges attire:
• Straw white hat with white or black ribbon.
• Shirt with tie.
• Dark suit.
• Leather shoes or boots of dark color.
• Shirt should have the CONFEPASO logo embroidered

Note: It is prohibited the use of jeans.
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CHAPTER XI
THE AWARDS
Article 1.- Prizes and ribbons that will be awarded for the different
classifications and positions are:

PLACEMENT

RIBBON
Tri colored ribbon

1 Champion

2 First place

Blue ribbon

3 Second place

Red Ribbon
Yellow ribbon

4 Third place

5 Fourth place

Green Ribbon

6 Fifth place

White Ribbon

7 Honorable mention For all the riders

Article 2.- According to the obtained scores, the Board of Directors of the
Horsewomen and Horsemen Championship will also award a prize to the
country affiliated to CONFEPASO with the highest score.
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Article 3.- The following table was created to determine the score of the
World Horsewomen and Horsemen Championship, or each International
Championship, and of the National Championships:

MEDAL

TITLE

POINTS

Gold Medal

Champion

5 points

Silver Medal

First place

3 points

Second
Bronze Medal

place
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CHAPTER XII DISCIPLINARY
SANCTIONS
Article 1.- The International FOUNDATION of Paso Horses Inc. (CONFEPASO), is the
competent organism to impose sanctions on any person or legal entity who participates in
any exhibition or social activity organized or endorsed by CONFEPASO.
As the highest authority in all its exhibitions or social activities, CONFEPASO has the legal
and moral obligation before all breeders, exhibitors, horsewomen and horsemen, riders,
groomers and fans of the Paso Horse in the world in order to ensure that its Regulations
and statutes are fully met. It must take care that the Judges, the technical and non technical
staff receives respect and protection in all of its exhibitions and/or social activities.
Article 2 – Causes for Disciplinary Sanctions
The International Foundation of Paso Fino Horses and its member federations and/or
associations can sanction any person or entity within the scope of competitions for the
following reasons:
A. For carrying out acts which are aimed at harming the development of any exhibition or
activity carried out by CONFEPASO and its member federations and/or associations.
For verbally or phyically offending, in a direct or indirect manner any authority of the
event during or after, inside or outside the competition area as a result of any decision,
argumentation or interpretation.
B. For not following any of the rules and regulations in this Rulebook
C. For engaging in any acts contrary to those established in this Rulebook and to the
rules of good conduct.
Article 3 – Abiding by the Sanctions
All sanctions imposed by CONFEPASO and its member federations and/or association
should be strictly enforced by the different countries and all federations and/or associations
which are members of CONFEPASO. Any federations and/or association not abiding by the
sanctions may be cause for loss of membership to CONFEPASO. No Federation and/or
Association member of CONFEPASO has the authority to lift or modify any sanctions in
place by CONFEPASO whether it be an international or national event. These are all in the
juridiction of CONFEPASO and its member Federations and/or Associations.
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CONFEPASO International Foundations and its member Federations and/or Associations,
through its Board of Director and/or the Disciplinary Committees, may sanction and request
the immediate removal from the premises where any competition, exhibition, social activity
or meeting is taking place, any person, legal entity or horse who clearly and publicly violates
any of the subparagraphs of Article 2 of this Chapter in order to safeguard the security and
development of said activity. The sanction will be imposed without the need to give a
hearing to the person or legal entity as it is understood the sanction was given in a state of
emergency.

Article 5 – Proceedings
Taking into considerations the cost as well as logistical difficulties which monthly meetings
would cause to discuss any time a sanction is to be imposed, these meetings would take
place at least twice a year.
In the event of World Championships, any and all complaints which occurred during a World
Championships will be heard at one of the annual meetings. In order to ensure any person
or legal entity the right to their defense and due process and to allow evidence to be
presented in their favor by themselves or by a legal representative before the final sanction
is to be imposed, the following procedure will be observed:
A) The infraction may have been reported by any oficial of the competition, exhibition or
social activity, or by any person or legal entity that understands any of the
subparagraphs of Article 2 of this Chapter have been infringed.
B) The infraction should be described in detail in a written format and should be signed by
the reporting person or entity. This can be reported directly to the CONFEPASO
President or any of the delegates or officials. The complainant will have fifteen (15) days,
starting from the day after the infractions was commited, to present or file his or her
complaint. The fifteen (15) day window will be verified by the postmark of the mail, or by
the receipt signed by the delegate or oficial of CONFEPASO or by the date of the email
of CONFEPASO or its confederates.
C) In case of national events/competitions the proceedings to be followed are those
established in the Statutes of the Member Entity.
D) Once the complaint has been received by the President of CONFEPASO, the President
or person who this is assigned to has the responsibility to notify the person or legal entity
which is the defendant by certified mail, by fax, email or personally. The notification must
include an accurate copy of the complaint and indicate that the defendant has thirty (30)
days to answer, if so desires, which starts from the day following that in which the person
or legal entity was notified. If the notification was made by use of email, the term will be
counted from the day following that on which it was received.
E) If the defendant answers in the time allowed as indicated in this Rulebook, and if so
desires, a hearing can be requested to be personally heard by the delegates of
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go alone or by accompanied by a legal representative or assign a third party for
representation for this purpose, understanding that none of the Delegates can represent
him or her before CONFEPASO.
F) After the accused has exercised his legal right to defense, the absolute majority of the
delegates (3/4) gathered for this purpose will decide if the person and/or legal entity
commited the infraction of which he or she is accused of and will proceed to impose the
corresponding sanction; which will be notified to all parties involved and to all
Federations and/or Associations of the countries represented in CONFEPASO so that
these sanctions can be enforced.
G) If the defendant does not agree with the imposed sanction, the sanctioned person and/or
entity can request an appeal to CONFEPASO. This request must be made in the
following thirty (30) days, which starts from the day following that in which the person or
legal entity was notified of the imposed sanction. The request for appeal will not have an
effect to suspend the imposed sanction and thus the imposed sanction will remain in
effect. CONFEPASO is obligated once the request for appeal is received, to study,
discuss and present the issue for vote in the following Assembly. All Delegates present
will vote based on an absolute majority. If CONFEPASO reconsiders and nullifies the
sanctions imposed it will notify all parties involved, including Federations and/or
Associations of the countries represented in CONFEPASO. If the sanction is not nullified,
it will only inform the petitioner.

Article 6- Sanctions

Infraction

Sanction

A. Directors
1. Interfere with the Judges or
Veterinarians in order to try to
obtain certain outcomes
2. Being in the arena without
authorization in the moment of
judging or allowing third parties to
remain in the arena without
authorization.

Two (2) months of suspension.

Between three (3) months to
six (6) months of suspension.

3. Protesting or instigating the public
before the judges who are present in
the event.

Between one (1) year to two (2)
years of suspension.

4. All acts against morality, education and
good conduct, committed during the
event and up to 48 hours after the
completion which are related to the
event.

Between one (1) year to two (2)
years of suspension.
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directing them to the proper people
six (6) months of suspension.
to which they are directed thereby
hindering the normal development of
the event.

B. Veterinarians
1. Refusal to allow committees
appointed by the directors of the
event.

Between three (3) months to
six (6) months of suspension.

2. To omit or excessively examine the
horses for entry into the holding
area, the medical examination,
verifications of the anatomical,
physiological conditions, the height,
the horseshoes and age.

Between three (3) months to
six (6) months of suspension.

3. Failure to report any diseases, medical
conditions or other factor in horses that
are participating or not in an event

Between six (6) months to one (1) year of
suspension.

C. Youth riders (and/or) parents of Youth
Riders

1. Making false statements in regards to
their identity in the registration
form

One (1) year of suspension for the
youth rider.

2. Ommiting the information recorded in
the registration or make fraudelent
use of them

One (1) year of suspension for the
youth rider.

3. Not appearing in the arena without
just cause, being present in the
arena and registered to compete

Three (3) months of suspension
for the youth rider.

4. Removing their horse from the
competition área/stalls without prior
approval from the Competition
Director and/or Technical Director

Between three (3) to six (6)
months of suspension for the
youth rider.

5. Using on their horses tack such as
serretas, alzadores, stiff curbs,
nosebands with metal or not using a
crupper when required.

Between three (3) to six (6)
months of suspicion for the
youth rider

79

CONFEPASO
6. Administering to a horse in competition
One (1) year of suspensión for
YOUTH COMPTETITION RULEBOOK
or other event drugs or medications
the horse and a fine of USD
banned by CONFEPASO, which is to be
$5,000 (five thousand American
proven by medical examinations.
Dollars), as decided by the Board of
CONFEPASO based on the
mitigating factors of each case. Of
the owner does not pay the fine,
the horse will remain sanctioned
until this is paid. The horse will
remain sanctioned even with
ownership change. If the fine is not
paid and the country allows the
horse to compete, the country will
be sanctioned.
7. Impersonate or hide the identity of
Five (5) years of suspension for
themselves or their horse in
the Youth Rider
competitions or other events
sanctioned by CONFEPASO

8. Make ficticious transfers of ownership
or others to evade sanctions imposed
by CONFEPASO

Three (3) years of suspension for the
Youth Rider

Acting in a discourteous manner, questioning or
ignoring the verdict of the judge, insulting or being
vulgar in the stands towards the judges, entering
the arena without authorization, throwing objects
in the arena or inciting disorderly conduct in the
public in attendance or disregard to the order of
the directors and judges.
10. To complain in a rude manner to any
Directors, Judges or Veterinarians of
an event.

Between one (1) year to two (2)
years of suspension for the Youth
Rider

Between six (6) months to one (1)
year of suspensión for the Youth
Rider

11. Making or causing a scandal in the
stands and interrupting judgement.

Between one (1) to two (2) years
of suspensión for the Youth Rider.

12. Being present in the arena under the
influence of alcohol or other ilegal
substances.

Three (3) months of suspensión
for the Youth Rider

13. Disregarding the orders and
requests of the directors and
judges in an equine event.

Between six (6) months to one (1)
year of suspensión for the Youth
Rider
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14. Presenting to the arena under the
influence of alcohol or other ilegal
substances

Between six (6) months to one (1)
year of suspensión for the Youth
Rider

15. Physically assault, either directly or
indirectly, acting on his or her own,
or by a person acting for him or her,
any directors, judges or
veterinatians.

Five (5) months of suspensión
for the Youth Rider

D. Announcers
1. To criticize or question the horses or
competitors

Between three (3) and six (6)
months of suspensión.

2. To criticize decisions or judgements
at an event or criticize and question
the actions of directors and judges.

Between three (3) and six (6)
months of suspensión.

3. Inciting a scandal within the
competitors or public with his or
her comments

Between one (1) and two (2) years
of suspensión.

4. Present insubordinate actions or
ignore the decisions of directors or
judges.

Between six (6) to one (1) year of
suspension

5. To make offending statements or
comments towards the officials,
directors or other CONFEPASO
authorities.
6. To ommit or change the information
provided by the organizers on the
information form for the
announcer.

Between six (6) to one (1) year of
suspension

7. To make other announcement or
Greetings not approved by the
directors.

Between six (6) to one (1) year of
suspension

Between six (6) to one (1) year of
suspension
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E. International
Judges
1. Being under the influence of alcohol
or other ilegal substances.
2. Regular use of ilegal substances
and narcotics, duly proven

Permanent Suspension
Permanent Suspension

3. Making bets directly or indirectly
through a third party, in any events
of CONFEPASO whether or not
excercising the function of a Judge.

Permanent Suspension

4. Receiving monies or favors for ruling
in favor of certain horses.

Permanent Suspension

5. Changing the registration
information of a horse of your
property, being carrying out
ficticious transfers of property so
that it may compete in events
where you are acting as a judge.

Permanent Suspension

6. Visiting during the days of
competitions, casinos, nightclubs
or brothels.

Six (6) months of suspension

7. Exceed the transporting,
accomodations, and food expenses
that are recognized and extending
these to your spouse, children,
relatives or third parties.

Six (6) months of suspension

8. Accepting gifts from horse owner or
horse breeders.
9. Using negative or denigrating
expressions towards a horse, their
owners or riders when explaning
their faults.
10. Reprimanding the owners, riders,
groom, handlers, or directors of an
equine event during the judging of
said events.

One (1) year of suspension
Six (6) months of suspension

Six (6) months of suspension
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11. Adhere to or adjusting the
judgements or decisions to rules or
regulations other than those set out
in the CONFEPASO Rulebook.

Six (6) months of suspension

12. Exceding or ommiting in the
judgement the test which are
established in the CONFEPASO
rulebook which are mandatory for
all competitors.

Six (6) months of suspension

13. Competing horses during an event
endorsed by CONFEPASO or
exhibiting them on the lead line
when these are not your property.

Six (6) months of suspension

14. Judging events with horses with
docked tails, or to encourage
docking of tails.

One (1) year of suspension

15. Attend social gathering or
meetings with owners, breeder,
riders or managers of stables
during the days of judgement
unless these are organized by
CONFEPSO.

Six (6) months of suspension

16. Hold talks or dialogue with
owners, riders, youth riders,
grooms and handlers within the
competition arena.

Six (6) months of suspension

17. Judging horses who are presented
by relatives in the first or second
degree of consanguinity (cousis,
children or siblings), or first degree
of affinity (spouses, in-laws)

Six (6) months of suspension

18. Judging horses owned or bred by
him or her.

One (1) year of suspension

19. Judging under the influence of
alcohol or ilegal substances or
ingesting alcoholic beverages in the
competition arena.

One (1) year of suspension
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20. Participating in negotiations of
horses which were judged by them
in an event.

One (1) year of suspension

21. Requesting loans of money or
others from exhibitors, owners,
grooms, handlers, or breeders.

One (1) year of suspension

22. Solicit or requiring gifts of stud
fees or breeding rights from
different breeders.
23. Failure to show solidarity with
their fellow judging companions.

Three (3) months of suspension.

24. To infringe upon or allow any other
fellow judging companions to
infringe upon any of the rules or
norms established in the Rulebook
for CONFEPASO competitions.

One (1) year of suspension

25. Obtain their basic income from the
sale of equine ítems, from the sale
of breeding rights which are not
owned by them, or from
commissions from equine related
businesses.

Three (3) months of suspension..

26. Market equine items at events,
breeding rights and stud fees,
measuring instruments, bits,
books, saddles etc.

Three (3) months of suspension.

27. Refusing to explain an event when
this has resulted in a major
deciding factor for the final verdict
of the event.

Three (3) months of suspension.

One (1) year of suspension
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ATTACHMENTS
GENERAL ASPECTS OF THE HORSE
Any rider, besides of knowing how to ride, must have some basic
knowledge about the horse. In this section, we present various aspects of
the horse, which will be taken into account in the written test the competitors
must pass, from the Junior category upward.

1. DESCRIPTION OF THE HORSE
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Scientific name: Equus Caballus
Family: Equidae.
Order:
Peridactilos.
Class: Mammal.
Type: Vertebrates.

Herbivore animal of excellent memory, very good hearing and very acute
sense of smell. Its voice, the whinny, expresses joy, anger, desire, fear
and pain. Its body is made up of skeleton, joints, and muscles; and is
divided in head, neck, trunk, and extremities.

HEAD
It should be proportioned with the body, preferable small.

NECK
It consists of seven (7) cervical vertebrae located between the head and the
trunk.It acts as a balancer, since its volume, form and direction directly
affects the balance of the horse.

TRUNK
Its anatomical basis is formed by eighteen (18) dorsal vertebrae, six (6)
lumbar

vertebrae,

and

twenty-one

(21)

coccygeal

vertebrae

approximately, eighteen (18) pairs of ribs, and the sternum with its
respective muscles and organs.

86

CONFEPASO
YOUTH COMPTETITION RULEBOOK

EXTREMITIES
They are the fundamental organs of locomotion. They are formed by the
forelimb (both hands) and hind limbs (two legs).

PARTS OF THE HOOF

HEIGHT

It is the measure (height) taken from the ground to the withers, which is
the highest part of the backbone of the horse. The height is
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measured with a device called hippometer, composed of a ruler attached
to another at a right angle, which slips over the first. To determine the
height of the horse, by means of the hippometer, this must be still and on
a flat level surface (see drawing).
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MINIMUM HEIGHT

The following are the minimum heights to take part in the exhibitions of
CONFEPASO:

A. For specimens of Colombian Trote and Galope ,

and

Colombian Trocha Y Galope.

MALES
From 18 to 24 months ........................................................ 1.31 meters
From 24 to 30 months ........................................................ 1.34 meters
From 30 to 36 months ........................................................ 1.35 meters
From 36 to 48 months ........................................................ 1.37 meters
From 48 to 60 months ........................................................ 1.38 meters
Older than 60 months.......................................................... 1.40 meters

FEMALES
From 18 to 24 months ........................................................ 1. 30 meters
From 24 to 30 months ......................................................... 1.32 meters
From 30 to 36 months ........................................................ 1.34 meters
From 36 to 48 months ........................................................ 1.36 meters
From 48 to 60 months ........................................................ 1.37 meters
Older than 60 months ..................................................................1.38 meters

B. For horses of pure Colombian Trocha and Paso Fino.
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MALES
From 18 to 24 months ....................................................... 1.29 meters
From 24 to 30 months ....................................................... 1.32 meters
From 30 to 36 months ....................................................... 1.34 meters
From 36 to 48 months ....................................................... 1.35 meters
From 48 to 60 months ....................................................... 1 36 meters
Older than 60 months......................................................... 1.38 meters

FEMALES
From 18 to 24 months ...................................................1.28 meters
From 24 to 30 months ...................................................1.31 meters
From 30 to 36 months ...................................................1.32 meters
From 36 to 48 months ...................................................1.33 meters
From 48 to 60 months ...................................................1.34 meters
Older than 60 months.................................................... 1.36 meters

PHENOTYPE

It is the common hereditary characteristics of a determined specie. In the
case of the horse is conformed of: head, neck, chest, belly, rump, tail,
limbs, height and color. The weight, dimensions and volume of the
different parts of the body, must keep close relation to give harmony and
beauty to the whole and regularity to their functions to achieve the ideal
phenotype.
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2. AGE OF HORSES

Equine Chronometric is the study of the age of the horses. (Chronos: time.
Meter: measure). To know the age of a horse we rely on the characteristics
of certain parts of the body, mainly the teeth, and we can determine the
time elapsed since its birth until the time of the examination.

Why is it so important to know exactly the age of our horse?

1. To establish comparative parameters of the relation, age size atdifferent stages of the development of each specimen.

2. To administrate the proper work in accord with the age of
eachspecimen.

3. To measure its progress and performance according to the age.

4. To handle properly the hygiene and health aspects, since they
varyaccording to the age.

5. To manage the breeding aspect. Teeth are the only organs whose
evolution and anatomical changes, determined by its wear over the
years, give almost exact data about the age of the horses. To begin
the study of the changes occurring in the teeth, by which we can
know
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the age of the horse, we must know how many teeth a horse has and
how they are distributed in the jaw:
The horse in each jaw has six (6) incisors, two (2) canine, six (6)
replacement molars and six (6) permanent molars, this is, a total of 40
teeth. Since mares do not have canines or tushes, they only have 36
teeth, withtheir exceptions. According to its positions, the incisors have
different names: placed in front of each jaw incisors are called first,
tongs or suckers; the following are called seconds or media and the
ones at the ends, latest or edger. Before describing the formulas to
determine theage of the horse, we will define a set of data that will be
of utmost importance to our study:

Flat surface: It is the chewing surface in contact with one or more teeth
in the opposite jaw.

Friction: The crown of the tooth into the flat surface has a conical cavity
called Inkwell, which is limited by a leading edge and another posterior;
the wear of these edges, product of the friction exerted by eating, is
what we call friction.

Pairing: It is the moment when each tooth makes contact with the
opposite jaw tooth.
Teething bumps (“Descarne”): We will call teething bumps
(“descarne”) to the bulge that occurs in the gum under each milk
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tooth at the time the permanent one that will replace it, starts to exert
pressure to move it. The incisors of the first dentition are called milk
teeth and the second dentition is named permanent. To differentiate
them just noted that those of milk present in their previous face small
stretch marks and they are separated from the root by a depression
called the tooth neck, while the permanent does not have these
features. When the foal is born does not possess any teeth, usually the
first four (4) spring between six (6) and twelve (12) days after, although
its emergence could take up to thirty (30) days.
▪ Between 30 and 40 days: appears the seconds.
▪ Between the 3rd and the 10th month: appears the last.
▪ In the 10th month: graze clips of milk.
▪ 12 months old: graze the seconds.
▪ 18 months old: graze the last and the first permanent molars
appear.
▪ 24 months old: emerge the second permanent molars.
▪ 27 months old: fleshing of clamps.
▪ 30 months old: start to move clamps.
▪ 36 months old: the clamps appear.
▪ 40 months old: the seconds appear the teething bumps
(descarne).
▪ 42 months old: the second teeth move.
▪ 48 months old: the seconds appear.
▪ 52 months old: the last teething bumps (descarne) appear
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point in males, the canines.
▪ 54 months old: the last teeth move.
▪ 60 months old: the last teeth appear.

NOTE: Until this moment, the horse is considered a colt.
▪ 72 months old: graze the clamps.
▪ 7 years old: graze seconds and appears in the latest top called
Lark tail tip.
▪ 8 years old: shows of the last (end).
▪ 9 years old: graze upper clamps.
▪ 10 years old: graze seconds superiors.
▪ 11 years old: graze the last superiors.

It is of utmost importance to mention that the flat surface of the teeth shape
is elliptical up to the four (4) years old, round up to nine (9) years old,
triangular when they approach the age of thirteen (13) and bi- angular from
eighteen (18) years old onwards. In a young horse, closed jaw forms a
semicircle; as it gets older, this semi-circle turn into an angle that becomes
sharper over the years when the horse become older.

Appearance of the old horse:
When a horse gets old, its head looks sad and down, tissues lose their
elasticity, protruding bones are more pronounced, basins above the eyes
become deeper, the lips rough and the color of the skin changes.
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Defects in the teeth of the horse:
The rules for determining the age of the horses have exceptions: the teeth
table wears out more quickly in some specimens according to the weather
and the food. A horse can have an underbite or overbite.

Underbite (Sow-mouth):
The tooth of the lower jaw protrudes.

Overbite (Parrot-Mouth):
When the incisors of the upper jaw exceed those of the bottom.

3. THE PASO HORSE DESCRIPTION

The horses that came to the New World in the 15th century are basically
the prototype of the Paso Horse; although they distinguish and
characterize themselves by the way they walk, its morphology is the same.
The morphology or phenotype of the Paso Horse is characterized by the
symmetry of its parts. It is slender, harmonious and well proportioned.

Head:
It must be proportional in relation to the size of the body, broad forehead,
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strong and separate jaws. The eyes should be large, dark, separated from
each other, expressive and attentive, not showing white areas at their
edges. The profile must be straight, small, narrow, the ears well placed,
alert, wide at their base and pointed at their ends. The lips should be firm,
of the same length and with the nostrils large and expanding.

Neck:
It should be of medium size, muscular, but flexible, arched at the top and
straight at its bottom, filled, attached at its two ends, and robust. The mane,
abundant, whether thin or curly, with fine and silky hair.

Body:
In its anterior third, its shoulder cross (withers) must be high, long and
muscular. This must be at the same height from the floor than the rump.
The chest should be muscular, long, deep and wide, with moderately long,
broad, muscular and harmonious backs. In its middle third, the loin should
be short, solid, wide and straight, and its top line must be proportionally
shorter than its bottom line. In its upper third, the croup should be straight,
strong and wide. The buttock must be full, round, muscular, slightlyinclined
from the horizontal line and with strong hocks. The tail must be in a
moderately high position, lush, long, with fine, abundant hairs and in a
horizontally, detached position forming a kind of arch when the specimen
moves.
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Extremities:
They must be long, moderately muscular with perfect aplomb. Knees
should be broad, straight, with free action, covered by a fine skin and
injury-free. Hocks should be straight, although it is accepted a small union
or rapprochement between them. The canes should be moderately short,
fine, clean, and with separate and strong tendons. Giblets must be
rounded, large and perfectly aimed. The pastern must have a tilt backward
about 45 degrees and the proportional body, smooth and solid hooves.

Proportions:
Their proportions characterize the Paso horse breeds. The height of the
cross (withers) to the ground must be equal to the height of the top of the
rump to the ground. The distance from the fetlock to the bottom of the trunk
(body), must be equal to the distance between the bottom of the trunk
(body) to the cross (withers). The distance between the point of the
shoulder (chest), to the cross (withers), must be equal to the distance of
the cross (withers) to the point of the hip and buttock distant point.

Coat:
All the colors of the equine coat are allowed except for those classified as
disqualifying, such as:
Marks or spots on the body, other than the head :
Marks or spots on the body in a location other than the head,
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corresponding to white coat on pink skin, prevent the participation of
the horse in the competition.
Non-Continuous Pintos
When in the forelegs or hindlegs there are white spots, being that they do
not cross the the perimeter line of the transverse plane of the arm or the
hock joint, the horse may not compete. It is understood that the white should
start at the coronet of the hoof.
4. HORSES WITH DEFECTS OR IRREGULARITIES WHICH ARE
ALLOWED TO COMPETED IN YOUTH COMPETITIONS.
Horse with high sock:
When in a horse with a high sock, the white of the affected limb exceeds
the perimeter line of the transverse plane of the arm or the hock joint,
for purposes of youth riding, it can compete. This can be verified by the
crease produced when flexing the joint.

Continuous pintos:
When in the anterior (forelegs) or posterior (hindlegs) members there
are not continuous spots, even if they do not touch the median plane of
the joint of the arm or the hock, in accordance with the explanation
above, the horse may not compete. For all purposes, it is understood
that the spot of the extremities start in the coronet of the hoof.

Spots on face:
When the spot of the face touch the free edge of the eyelid, the horse,
for purpose of youth riding, can compete. When the white spot of the
face touches or overlaps the edge of both nostrils at any extent and the
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specimen has white on the two lips, for purposes of youth riding it can
compete.

Cryptorchid or stallions with testicular issues: A Cryptorchid is
one who upon turning 33 months of age, one or two testicles have not
descended. In this case, inverted testicles, hypertrophic testicles,
atrophic, hypoplasia or evidence of fibrosis is aceptable.
Lordosis (Swayback): A horse is considered swayback if it has more
than 8 centimeters of deviation of its dorsal line in respect to its
withers as evidenced by a tape extended from its withers to the
highest points of the lumbosacral joint.
Horses with different colored eyes (complete heterochromia)
Horses with silver eyes. Where a white ring is present around the iris.
Fillies or mares with only one teat
Geldings
Horses which do not meet the height requirement
Horses with missing permanent teeth
5. VARIOUS AIRS OR GAITS OF THE PASO FINO HORSE

The characteristic gait of the horse breed known as Paso Fino, is an evenly
spaced four-beat lateral gait with each foot contacting the ground
independently in a regular sequence at precise intervals creating a rapid,
unbroken rhythm. The sequence of the tread on the transition performed
by lateral, successive and alternating bipedal, marking two times with each
biped to complete four beats; i.e., the tread of the rear end of a side is
followed by the tread of the front end on the same side; then it settles the
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back leg of the opposite side and, finally, the front end of that same side.
In this process the specimen has eight (8) support movements
characterized by a triple back support, a double diagonal support, triple
previous support, a double lateral support, and then, in a mirror image of
the previous, a triple back support, a double diagonal support, triple
previous support, and a double lateral support. Tocarry out this sequence,
the interval of the strokes between equidistant lateral and diagonal
supports keep a synchronism, which is the fundamental characteristic of
the Paso Fino and distinguishes it from other airs. Musically to the ear it
translates by rapid movements and equally spaced one-two - three-four
(taca, taca, taca, taca).
➢ PURE COLOMBIAN TROCHA :

Gait characteristic of some horses, considered an air dissociated into
four non-isochronous beats, which are performed in a rythm and with
cadence, and identified by the sound produced by its four beats to execute
the sequenceof their cycle. Its sound is expressed as follows: tras, tras,
tras,tras.
➢ COLOMBIAN GALOPE:

It is a movement of diagonal advances implemented in three stages as
follows: a first beat characterized by the impulse of a hind leg, a second
beat characterized by the arrival to the floor of the opposite hind leg that
started the momentum and diagonal fore leg, and a third beat marked by
the arrival to the floor of a foreleg contrary to the hind limb which initiated
the momentum. The sound expression of canter tac-tac-tac, tac-tac-tac,
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tac-tac-tac. In the 3 beat gallop, the change from trot to gallop, or from
troche to the gallop, should not mean an alteration of comfort for the rider,
despite an obvious variationin the magnitude of displacement. In the race
of horses they are driven byenergy in its hindquarters, and a this becomes
a four beat gait.
➢ COLOMBIAN TROT:

It is a movement made by successive and alternating diagonal pairs
executed in two beats that produces a hard blow at the contact with the
ground. When you hear it sounds like tas, tas, tas, tas.
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6. DEFINITIONS RELATING TO THE MOVEMENTS OF OUR PASO
HORSES

Air or Gait: Each horse riding modes.

Compound Air: Consists of two airs (Trote and Galope (canter), and
Trocha and Galope).

Simple Air: It consists of a single air (Paso Fino and Trocha). The
harmony and nice combination of sounds and movements, which are both,
pleasing to the ear and to the sight.
Beats (“Batidas”): Generic name attributed to the beat of a hoof when it
settles on the ground, while being in motions any of the extremities.

Bipeds: Set of two extremities related by their location relative to a
longitudinal imaginary axis that divides the equine in two lateral sectors. It
differs from the trains at the bipeds that are always formed by one forelimb
and one hind limb.

Diagonal Biped: It is the one that is constituted by one forelimb and one
hind limb belonging to different sectors demarcated by the longitudinal axis
(hind limb and contrary forelimb).
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Cadence speed: Rhythm, represented in number of beats (“batidas”) per
unit of time.

Lateral: These are the two extremities that form the bipedal, located on
the same side area defined by the said longitudinal axis.

Ending Member: Term, which denotes any extremity of the horse,each of
the forelimbs or hind limbs of a horse.

Rhythm: Consecutive, regular and harmonious sounds produced by the
members of horses in motion.
Proportion between the times of a movement and the sound of a different
one.

Time: Every step or basic sequence that can be achieved by observing
an extremity of the horse in motion. We can establish four basic times in
the movement of any member:

a) Impulse:
This is a moment when the member executes the action to propel
and start the march.

b) Elevation:
As its name suggests, it refers to the take-off movement of the hoof
from the ground to the moment when the member reaches its
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highest point of execution.

c) Displacement: It is the advance of the member in the horizontal
plane.

d) Support: It is the hoof contact with the ground again.

Train:
A set of two times classified by their location on the horses’ back, in
relation to an imaginary axis transverse to it.

Forelimbs:
A set of two members located in relation to the transverse axis to the
horse's back and front (hand and hand).

Hind limbs:
A set of members in relation to the transverse axis of the horse's back,
located in the posterior area traversed by it (leg and leg).

7. PRESENTATION

Reins and Headgear

Horses of thirty six (36) to forty seven (47) months of age should be
presented with double reins. The second set of reins can either be
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fastened to the chin strap or on the side of the noseband. It is prohibitted to
use alzadores or metal fittings in the noseband. The chin strap should be
flexible. The headgear should fit in a comfortable manner, not too tight and
slightly loose. Metal elements are not allowed to be used in the headgear,
even is these are lined.

The reins should be either white, black or brown in color. The use of clips
are prohibited.

Saddle

The saddle to be used can either be the English style or the Colombian
Criollo version, these can be either made of synthetic material or leather.
The saddle may be black or brown, or a combination of the two. The use of
“work” saddles are not allowed. The stirrup leathers are not to exceed 5
centimeters (5 cm.) or two inches (2 inches) in width. The stirrups can be
metal or leather. These should be symmetrical in all parts, including the
foot rest. They cannot have or contain any elements which alter the weight
or the positions of the feet in the stirrup. In the Mini categories safety
stirrup can be used. The stirrup leathers should go on the outside of the
saddle flap. The cinch should be a maximum of ten centimeters (10 cm.) or
four inches (4 inches) in width, and can be leather, cotton or neoprene.

The saddle cannot contain elements on the flaps which limit free
movement of the competitor’s legs or provide support to the legs in the
saddle.

The use of a saddle pad is optional, and in case of usage it can be cotton,
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felt, leather or neoprene. On the saddle pads there cannot be any logos or
other features which identify a stable, breeder or other business. Only
saddle pads of a single color can be used such as white, black, brown and
can have the flag of the country which the rider represents on it. The use of
a tail crupper is optional, and when used should only be one strap.

The use of a breastcollar is optional, and should be smooth, black or
brown in color with a minimum width of two point fifty four centimeters (2.5
4 cm) or one inch (1 inch) and a maximum width of five centimeters (5 cm)
or two inches (2 inches).

Bit, Snaffles, Curbs Chains and Rings

Bits are regulated in the following manner: six (6) inches shank length,
three (3) inches the “torre”, two (2) inches spoon length for horses below
60 months of age, and in those above 60 months, the spoon length cannot
exceed two point seventy six (2.76”) inches. Or seven (7) centimeters.
This is for the safety of the youth rider and to safeguard the health of the
horse. The shank length cannot exceed fifteen centimeters (15 cm) or six
inches (6 inches); measured from the base. The reins can be leather,
nylon or cotton, round or flat and can be white, black or brown.

The use of bit with an inverted shank is prohibited (shanks which face the
opposite direction of the horse’s body).

The snaffles may have a spoon and should have shanks as previously
indicated. Snaffles should also be round, mobile with slobber rings (spade)
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with no pinching or cutting element or effect.
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8. NAMES OF THE TACKS
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CERTIFICATION

The undersigned certify that the content of this Regulation of Exhibitions
collects faithfully the decisions, agreements and interpretations made by
the extraordinary Assembly of Delegates of CONFEPASO, gathered in
Quito, Ecuador on May 4th 2019. . For the record, we stamp our signature
at the bottom of this certification:

Mr. Ventura Nunez

Jorge Huberto Restrepo

President

Vice President

CONFEPASO

CONFEPASO

Arnulfo Gutierrez
Secretary
CONFEPASO

In case of conflict between the Spanish and English version of
this Rulebook, the Spanish version of the Rulebook will
prevail.
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